Character Profile and History for Dr. Basil Montgomery.

Recorded by Jeff A Hatch

Basil (like the actor and not the spice) Montgomery was born and raised in London. He attended Oxford for eight years before becoming a Doctor of Chemistry and Forensic Science. During that time, Basil whose life long plan it was to become a high priced Consulting Detective, studied a variety of non-intellectual subjects. He mastered the art of fencing and the gentlemanly art of Pugilism. 

After school, Basil moved to a humble section of town and opened the door of his own Detective office. It was his first case to help the police with some chemical analysis. The officer on the case was rewarded for a job well done. Sergeant in turn formed a quick friendship with Basil and promised to send more work his way in the future. 

Basil’s first real case came from one of the prostitutes that he frequented. Yes, Basil, though incredible intelligent has very little will power. Basil can’t resist the lure of Drugs or Women. He does not however overindulge in alcohol; he only sips “sherry” frequently.  Basil was hired by prostitutes to find out what had happened to several of her friends and customers. 

While on this case, Basil met and formed friendships with four amazing people. The first was Phariah Kane; a young Magician’s Assistant who showed him that magic could be real. The second was Mr. Cale a decrepit yet wily old antiquarian with a perchance for shooting things up with a shotgun.  Julian Ashton was the baker from downstairs, who seemed to have a darkness about him, he knew strange secrets. The final man was a medical Doctor, Robert L. Stevenson.  There are also two shady Movers/ Thugs whom Basil employs on occasion, named Lyles Hanley and George Ferguson. They hang out at the Lockson Pub or are always free to leave their jobs at Ashton Movers.

Things became confusing when a strange robbery at the store (dead peoples stuff) owned by Cale was robbed. A Monkey’s paw was stolen. This paw was cursed though it’s history promised “wishes’ granted.  The trail of the Monkey’s paw led to cannibalistic aristocrats to strange societies and a dark wizard. In the end it was Mr. Cale who made the wish that changed everything “I wish this paw had never existed”. 

Basil watched the young Woman named Christina Fairchild departed from a Zombie Driven coach. Since the Monkey’s Paw did not exist, strange things developed one being Zombie slaves. The friends of an ex boyfriend were threatening Ms. Fairchild, she hired Basil to find out who they were and stop them from hurting her. Basil and his associates did just that, uncovering a nest of Wererats in the Red Light District of London. In a series of daring battles, the three creatures were dispatched. However it seems that they were after Ms. Fairchild because she had killed their friend, she denies this, but even is that was so, Basil did not see the harm. 

Personality: Dr. Montgomery is modeled after Michael Caine’s character of Sherlock Holmes from “Without a clue”.  He is far from bumbling but is prone to make unwise decisions or to claim credit for things he did not do. Basil is good at heart and has a thirst for Justice.  A personality trait that springs to mind is his use of a Homerism to portray an unwise assumption or failed roll. 

Example: He is investigating a Ghost of a naked woman seen in a church yet the priest claims that there were only nuns present at the church.

Basil: “Nuns eh?”

Basil: “Naked eh?”

Basil: “Church eh?”

He is very good at combat; he is quite inventive and effective with his attacks.  He may try to disarm an opponent first so he can box them or use an opponent’s attack against him in some way. To help kill the Wererats, Basil poisoned their supply of Opium with silver powder. 

Basil charges 2 ½ Pounds per day plus expenses. He usually spends most of what he makes hiring informants and muscle (he dislikes doing his own manual labor). 

Inventions: 

· Basil has invented an automatic door opening device to open the downstairs door to his office without leaving his home.

· Basil invented a two-part device, one part is a chemical fluid, and the other is a spray that makes that fluid glow in the dark. He uses this to track persons or vehicles through the London streets.

· Light Sticks. Basil invented miniature flares that last a turn.

· Flash Ring. Basil’s right hand Ring is really a blinding flash device that will render anyone who fails his saving throw, sightless for several rounds.

· Anesthetic Solution. Basil coats his sword cane with a knock out drug. It is stored in the sheath, so it reapplies each time it is sheathed. 

